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What is Tokyo Street Count 2016? 

Tokyo Street Count 2016 is a series of three street counts that take place in 

Shibuya, Shinjuku, and Toshima Wards on the nights of 12th, 13th and 14th of 

January, 2016. On each night, volunteers will go out to the streets of central 

Tokyo after the last train and count the number of people sleeping rough 

because it is the time when most rough sleepers start to find shelter for the 

night. Initiated by ARCH and supported by a number of homelessness 

organisations as well as many volunteers, the Count is hoped to provide a more 

realistic picture of rough sleeping in Tokyo based on which more effective 

strategies can be made. 

 

Why conducting the Street Count? 

In Tokyo, official street counts are conducted during the daytime twice a year – 

one in summer (August) and the other in winter (January). While these counts 

are useful to some extent, especially in grasping the size of the less-mobile 

rough sleeping population with well-established structures such as cardboard 

shacks, a more realistic and neutral picture of entire rough sleeping would be 

provided through a night time count. The Street Count is therefore conducted 

during the night time around the same time of the year as the official counts and 

attempts to complement them by providing a night-time snapshot, which 

 

Date: 

12-14 Jan, 2016 

Time: 

After the last train 

Location:  

Shibuya (12th), 

Shinjuku (13th), 

Toshima (14th) 

Participants:  

~84 volunteers 



 

hopefully encourages improved policy making and raises public awareness of 

the actual situation of rough sleeping in Tokyo. 

This action is driven by our will to create momentum in Tokyo’s homelessness 

sector in the years leading up to the 2020 Olympic and Paralympic Games. We 

acknowledge that hosting an international event like the Olympics could trigger 

hostile attitudes towards rough sleepers, but also a great amount of energy to 

improve their situation. ARCH is determined to see to the latter, and Tokyo 

Street Count 2016 is going to be one of the first actions towards that goal. 

 

 

Information 

For further information including volunteer registration and orientation, please 

visit our Street Count page (in Japanese) at: 

http://archcd.wix.com/arch#!2016-street-count/qsa2t 

 

If you have any inquiry about the event or our organisation, please contact us 

at: arch.cd.office@gmail.com 
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